


John 1:1-18 
In the beginning was the Word, and the Word 
was with God, and the Word was God. He was 
with God in the beginning. Through him all 
things were made; without him nothing was 
made that has been made. In him was life, 
and that life was the light of all mankind. The 
light shines in the darkness, and the darkness 
has not overcome it.

There was a man sent from God whose name 
was John. He came as a witness to testify 
concerning that light, so that through him all 
might believe. He himself was not the light; 
he came only as a witness to the light. The 
true light that gives light to everyone was 
coming into the world. He was in the world, 
and though the world was made through him, 
the world did not recognize him. He came to 
that which was his own, but his own did not 
receive him. Yet to all who did receive him, to 
those who believed in his name, he gave the 
right to become children of God— children 
born not of natural descent, nor of human 
decision or a husband’s will, but born of God. 
The Word became flesh and made his dwelling 
among us. 

We have seen his glory, the glory of the one 
and only Son, who came from the Father, full 
of grace and truth. (John testified concerning 
him. He cried out, saying, “This is the one I 
spoke about when I said, ‘He who comes after 

me has surpassed me because he was before 
me.’ ”) Out of his fullness we have all received 
grace in place of grace already given. For the 
law was given through Moses; grace and truth 
came through Jesus Christ. No one has ever 
seen God, but the one and only Son, who is 
himself God and is in closest relationship 
with the Father, has made him known.

Galatians 4:4-5 
But when the set time had fully come, God 
sent his Son, born of a woman, born under 
the law, to redeem those under the law, that 
we might receive adoption to sonship.

Deuteronomy 18:15-18 
The LORD your God will raise up for you a 
prophet like me from among you, from your 
fellow Israelites. You must listen to him. For 
this is what you asked of the LORD your God 
at Horeb on the day of the assembly when you 
said, “Let us not hear the voice of the LORD 
our God nor see this great fire anymore, or we 
will die.” The LORD said to me: “What they 
say is good. I will raise up for them a prophet 
like you from among their fellow Israelites, 
and I will put my words in his mouth. He will 
tell them everything I command him.

The Word  Became Flesh



Luke 1:26-38 
In the sixth month of Elizabeth’s pregnan-
cy, God sent the angel Gabriel to Nazareth, a 
town in Galilee, to a virgin pledged to be mar-
ried to a man named Joseph, a descendant of 
David. The virgin’s name was Mary. 

The angel went to her and said, “Greetings, 
you who are highly favored! The Lord is with 
you.” Mary was greatly troubled at his words 
and wondered what kind of greeting this 
might be. But the angel said to her, “Do not 
be afraid, Mary; you have found favor with 
God. You will conceive and give birth to a son, 
and you are to call him Jesus. He will be great 
and will be called the Son of the Most High. 
The Lord God will give him the throne of his 
father David, and he will reign over Jacob’s 
descendants forever; his kingdom will never 
end.”  

The Birth of Jesus is Foretold to Mary

“How will this be,” Mary asked the angel, 
“since I am a virgin?” The angel answered, 
“The Holy Spirit will come on you, and the 
power of the Most High will overshadow you. 
So the holy one to be born will be called the 
Son of God. Even Elizabeth your relative is 
going to have a child in her old age, and she 
who was said to be unable to conceive is in her 
sixth month. For no word from God will ever 
fail.”  “I am the Lord’s servant,” Mary an-
swered. “May your word to me be fulfilled.” 
Then the angel left her.

Isaiah 7:14 
Therefore the Lord himself will give you a 
sign: The virgin will conceive and give birth 
to a son, and will call him Immanuel.



The Birth of John the Baptist is Foretold 
To Zechariah 

I Luke 1:5-25 
n the time of Herod king of Judea there was a 
priest named Zechariah, who belonged to the 
priestly division of Abijah; his wife Elizabeth 
was also a descendant of Aaron. Both of them 
were righteous in the sight of God, observing 
all the Lord’s commands and decrees 
blamelessly. But they were childless because 
Elizabeth was not able to conceive, and they 
were both very old. 

Once when Zechariah’s division was on duty 
and he was serving as priest before God, he 
was chosen by lot, according to the custom of 
the priesthood, to go into the temple of the 
Lord and burn incense. And when the time for 
the burning of incense came, all the assembled 
worshipers were praying outside. Then an 
angel of the Lord appeared to him, standing 
at the right side of the altar of incense. When 
Zechariah saw him, he was startled and was 
gripped with fear. But the angel said to him: 
“Do not be afraid, Zechariah; your prayer has 
been heard. Your wife Elizabeth will bear you 
a son, and you are to call him John. He will be 
a joy and delight to you, and many will rejoice 
because of his birth, for he will be great in the 
sight of the Lord. He is never to take wine or 
other fermented drink, and he will be filled 
with the Holy Spirit even before he is born. He 
will bring back many of the people of Israel to 
the Lord their God. And he will go on before 
the Lord, in the spirit and power of Elijah, to 
turn the hearts of the parents to their children 

and the disobedient to the wisdom of the 
righteous—to make ready a people prepared 
for the Lord.” 

Zechariah asked the angel, “How can I be sure 
of this? I am an old man and my wife is well 
along in years.” The angel said to him, “I am 
Gabriel. I stand in the presence of God, and I 
have been sent to speak to you and to tell you 
this good news. And now you will be silent and 
not able to speak until the day this happens, 
because you did not believe my words, which 
will come true at their appointed time.” 

Meanwhile, the people were waiting for 
Zechariah and wondering why he stayed so 
long in the temple.  When he came out, he could 
not speak to them. They realized he had seen a 
vision in the temple, for he kept making signs 
to them but remained unable to speak. When 
his time of service was completed, he returned 
home. After this his wife Elizabeth became 
pregnant and for five months remained in 
seclusion.  “The Lord has done this for me,” 
she said. “In these days he has shown his 
favor and taken away my disgrace among the 
people.”

Malachi 4:5 
“See, I will send the prophet Elijah to you 
before that great and dreadful day of the LORD 
comes.



Luke 1:39-56 
At that time Mary got ready and hurried to 
a town in the hill country of Judea, where 
she entered Zechariah’s home and greeted 
Elizabeth. When Elizabeth heard Mary’s 
greeting, the baby leaped in her womb, and 
Elizabeth was filled with the Holy Spirit. In 
a loud voice she exclaimed: “Blessed are you 
among women, and blessed is the child you 
will bear! But why am I so favored, that the 
mother of my Lord should come to me? As 
soon as the sound of your greeting reached 
my ears, the baby in my womb leaped for joy. 
Blessed is she who has believed that the Lord 
would fulfill his promises to her!” 

And Mary said: “My soul glorifies the Lord 
and my spirit rejoices in God my Savior, for 
he has been mindful of the humble state of 
his servant. From now on all generations will 
call me blessed, for the Mighty One has done 
great things for me— holy is his name. His 
mercy extends to those who fear him, from 
generation to generation. He has performed 
mighty deeds with his arm; he has scattered 
those who are proud in their inmost thoughts. 
He has brought down rulers from their thrones 
but has lifted up the humble. He has filled the 
hungry with good things but has sent the rich 
away empty. He has helped his servant Israel, 
remembering to be merciful to Abraham and 
his descendants forever, just as he promised 
our ancestors.” Mary stayed with Elizabeth for 
about three months and then returned home.

Mary Visits Elizabeth,
the Mother of John

1 Samuel 2:1-10 
Then Hannah prayed and said: “My heart 
rejoices in the LORD; in the LORD my horn is 
lifted high. My mouth boasts over my enemies, 
for I delight in your deliverance.  “There is no 
one holy like the LORD; there is no one besides 
you; there is no Rock like our God.  “Do not 
keep talking so proudly or let your mouth speak 
such arrogance, for the LORD is a God who 
knows, and by him deeds are weighed.  “The 
bows of the warriors are broken, but those 
who stumbled are armed with strength. Those 
who were full hire themselves out for food, but 
those who were hungry are hungry no more. 
She who was barren has borne seven children, 
but she who has had many sons pines away.  
“The LORD brings death and makes alive; he 
brings down to the grave and raises up. The 
LORD sends poverty and wealth; he humbles 
and he exalts. 8 He raises the poor from the 
dust and lifts the needy from the ash heap; he 
seats them with princes and has them inherit 
a throne of honor. “For the foundations of the 
earth are the LORD’s; on them he has set the 
world. He will guard the feet of his faithful 
servants, but the wicked will be silenced in the 
place of darkness. “It is not by strength that 
one prevails; those who oppose the LORD will 
be broken. The Most High will thunder from 
heaven; the LORD will judge the ends of the 
earth. “He will give strength to his king and 
exalt the horn of his anointed.”



Luke 1:39-56 
When it was time for Elizabeth to have her 
baby, she gave birth to a son. Her neighbors 
and relatives heard that the Lord had shown 
her great mercy, and they shared her joy. 
On the eighth day they came to circumcise 
the child, and they were going to name him 
after his father Zechariah, 60 but his mother 
spoke up and said, “No! He is to be called 
John.” They said to her, “There is no one 
among your relatives who has that name.” 
Then they made signs to his father, to find 
out what he would like to name the child. He 
asked for a writing tablet, and to everyone’s 
astonishment he wrote, “His name is John.” 
Immediately his mouth was opened and 
his tongue set free, and he began to speak, 
praising God. All the neighbors were filled 
with awe, and throughout the hill country 
of Judea people were talking about all these 
things. 

Everyone who heard this wondered about it, 
asking, “What then is this child going to be?” 
For the Lord’s hand was with him. His father 
Zechariah was filled with the Holy Spirit and 
prophesied:  “Praise be to the Lord, the God 
of Israel, because he has come to his people 
and redeemed them. He has raised up a horn 
of salvation for us in the house of his servant 

John the Baptist is Born

David (as he said through his holy prophets 
of long ago), salvation from our enemies and 
from the hand of all who hate us — to show 
mercy to our ancestors and to remember 
his holy covenant, the oath he swore to our 
father Abraham: to rescue us from the hand 
of our enemies, and to enable us to serve him 
without fear in holiness and righteousness 
before him all our days. And you, my child, 
will be called a prophet of the Most High; for 
you will go on before the Lord to prepare the 
way for him, to give his people the knowledge 
of salvation through the forgiveness of their 
sins, because of the tender mercy of our God, 
by which the rising sun will come to us from 
heaven to shine on those living in darkness 
and in the shadow of death, to guide our feet 
into the path of peace.” And the child grew 
and became strong in spirit ; and he lived in 
the wilderness until he appeared publicly to 
Israel.

Malachi 4:5-6
“See, I will send the prophet Elijah to you 
before that great and dreadful day of the 
LORD comes. He will turn the hearts of the 
parents to their children, and the hearts of the 
children to their parents; or else I will come 
and strike the land with total destruction.”



Matthew 1:18-25 
This is how the birth of Jesus the Messiah 
came about : His mother Mary was pledged 
to be married to Joseph, but before they 
came together, she was found to be pregnant 
through the Holy Spirit. Because Joseph her 
husband was faithful to the law, and yet did 
not want to expose her to public disgrace, he 
had in mind to divorce her quietly. But after 
he had considered this, an angel of the Lord 
appeared to him in a dream and said, “Joseph 
son of David, do not be afraid to take Mary 
home as your wife, because what is conceived 
in her is from the Holy Spirit. She will give 
birth to a son, and you are to give him the 
name Jesus, because he will save his people 
from their sins.” 

An Angel Appears to Joseph

All this took place to fulfill what the Lord had 
said through the prophet:  “The virgin will 
conceive and give birth to a son, and they will 
call him Immanuel” (which means “God with 
us”). When Joseph woke up, he did what the 
angel of the Lord had commanded him and 
took Mary home as his wife. But he did not 
consummate their marriage until she gave 
birth to a son. And he gave him the name 
Jesus.

Genesis 3:15 
And I will put enmity between you and the 
woman, and between your offspring and hers; 
he will crush your head, and you will strike 
his heel.”



Matthew 1:1-17 
This is the genealogy of Jesus the Messiah the 
son of David, the son of Abraham: Abraham 
was the father of Isaac, Isaac the father 
of Jacob, Jacob the father of Judah and his 
brothers, Judah the father of Perez and Zerah, 
whose mother was Tamar, Perez the father of 
Hezron, Hezron the father of Ram, Ram the 
father of Amminadab, Amminadab the father 
of Nahshon, Nahshon the father of Salmon, 
Salmon the father of Boaz, whose mother 
was Rahab, Boaz the father of Obed, whose 
mother was Ruth, Obed the father of Jesse, 
and Jesse the father of King David. 

David was the father of Solomon, whose 
mother had been Uriah’s wife, Solomon the 
father of Rehoboam, Rehoboam the father of 
Abijah, Abijah the father of Asa, Asa the father 
of Jehoshaphat, Jehoshaphat the father of 
Jehoram, Jehoram the father of Uzziah, Uzziah 
the father of Jotham, Jotham the father of 
Ahaz, Ahaz the father of Hezekiah, Hezekiah 
the father of Manasseh, Manasseh the father 
of Amon, Amon the father of Josiah, and 

The Ancestors of Jesus, Part 1

Josiah the father of Jeconiah and his brothers 
at the time of the exile to Babylon. 

After the exile to Babylon: Jeconiah was the 
father of Shealtiel, Shealtiel the father of 
Zerubbabel, Zerubbabel the father of Abihud, 
Abihud the father of Eliakim, Eliakim the 
father of Azor, Azor the father of Zadok, 
Zadok the father of Akim, Akim the father of 
Elihud, Elihud the father of Eleazar, Eleazar 
the father of Matthan, Matthan the father 
of Jacob, and Jacob the father of Joseph, the 
husband of Mary, and Mary was the mother of 
Jesus who is called the Messiah.

Thus there were fourteen generations in all 
from Abraham to David, fourteen from David 
to the exile to Babylon, and fourteen from the 
exile to the Messiah.

Genesis 3:15
and through your offspring all nations on 
earth will be blessed, because you have obeyed 
me.”



Now Jesus himself was about thirty years old 
when he began his ministry. He was the son, 
so it was thought, of Joseph, the son of Heli, 
the son of Matthat, the son of Levi, the son of 
Melki, the son of Jannai, the son of Joseph, the 
son of Mattathias, the son of Amos, the son of 
Nahum, the son of Esli, the son of Naggai, the 
son of Maath, the son of Mattathias, the son 
of Semein, the son of Josek, the son of Joda, 
the son of Joanan, the son of Rhesa, the son 
of Zerubbabel, the son of Shealtiel, the son 
of Neri, the son of Melki, the son of Addi, the 
son of Cosam, the son of Elmadam, the son of 
Er, the son of Joshua, the son of Eliezer, the 
son of Jorim, the son of Matthat, the son of 
Levi, the son of Simeon, the son of Judah, the 
son of Joseph, the son of Jonam, the son of 

The Ancestors of Jesus, Part 2
Luke 3:23-38

Eliakim, the son of Melea, the son of Menna, 
the son of Mattatha, the son of Nathan, the 
son of David, the son of Jesse, the son of Obed, 
the son of Boaz, the son of Salmon, the son 
of Nahshon, the son of Amminadab, the son 
of Ram,the son of Hezron, the son of Perez, 
the son of Judah, the son of Jacob, the son of 
Isaac, the son of Abraham, the son of Terah, 
the son of Nahor, the son of Serug, the son 
of Reu, the son of Peleg, the son of Eber, the 
son of Shelah, the son of Cainan, the son of 
Arphaxad, the son of Shem, the son of Noah, 
the son of Lamech, the son of Methuselah, 
the son of Enoch, the son of Jared, the son 
of Mahalalel, the son of Kenan, the son of 
Enosh, the son of Seth, the son of Adam, the 
son of God.



Luke 2:1-7 
In those days Caesar Augustus issued a de-
cree that a census should be taken of the en-
tire Roman world.   (This was the first census 
that took place while Quirinius was governor 
of Syria.)   And everyone went to their own 
town to register.   So Joseph also went up 
from the town of Nazareth in Galilee to Judea, 
to Bethlehem the town of David, because he 
belonged to the house and line of David.   

He went there to register with Mary, who was 
pledged to be married to him and was expect-
ing a child.   While they were there, the time 

Jesus is Born in Bethlehem

came for the baby to be born,   and she gave 
birth to her firstborn, a son. She wrapped him 
in cloths and placed him in a manger, because 
there was no guest room available for them.  

Micah 5:2 
“But you, Bethlehem Ephrathah, though you 
are small among the clans of Judah, out of you 
will come for me one who will be ruler over 
Israel, whose origins are from of old, from 
ancient times.”



Luke 2:8-20 And there were shepherds 
living out in the fields nearby, keeping watch 
over their flocks at night.   An angel of the Lord 
appeared to them, and the glory of the Lord 
shone around them, and they were terrified.   
But the angel said to them, “Do not be afraid. 
I bring you good news that will cause great 
joy for all the people.   Today in the town of 
David a Savior has been born to you; he is the 
Messiah, the Lord.  

This will be a sign to you: You will find a baby 
wrapped in cloths and lying in a manger.”   
Suddenly a great company of the heavenly 
host appeared with the angel, praising God 
and saying,  “Glory to God in the highest 
heaven, and on earth peace to those on whom 
his favor rests.”   

When the angels had left them and gone into 
heaven, the shepherds said to one another, 
“Let’s go to Bethlehem and see this thing 
that has happened, which the Lord has told 

Shepherds Visit Jesus

us about.”   So they hurried off and found 
Mary and Joseph, and the baby, who was lying 
in the manger.   When they had seen him, 
they spread the word concerning what had 
been told them about this child, and all who 
heard it were amazed at what the shepherds 
said to them.   But Mary treasured up all these 
things and pondered them in her heart.   The 
shepherds returned, glorifying and praising 
God for all the things they had heard and 
seen, which were just as they had been told.

Judges 6:22-23
 When Gideon realized that it was the angel 
of the LORD, he exclaimed, “Alas, Sovereign 
LORD! I have seen the angel of the LORD face 
to face!” 23 But the LORD said to him, “Peace! 
Do not be afraid. You are not going to die.”

Judges 13:22
 “We are doomed to die!” he said to his wife. 
“We have seen God!”



Luke 2:21-40 
On the eighth day, when it was time to 
circumcise the child, he was named Jesus, 
the name the angel had given him before 
he was conceived. When the time came for 
the purification rites required by the Law of 
Moses, Joseph and Mary took him to Jerusalem 
to present him to the Lord (as it is written in 
the Law of the Lord, “Every firstborn male is 
to be consecrated to the Lord” ), and to offer 
a sacrifice in keeping with what is said in the 
Law of the Lord: “a pair of doves or two young 
pigeons.” Now there was a man in Jerusalem 
called Simeon, who was righteous and devout. 
He was waiting for the consolation of Israel, 
and the Holy Spirit was on him. It had been 
revealed to him by the Holy Spirit that he 
would not die before he had seen the Lord’s 
Messiah. 

Moved by the Spirit, he went into the temple 
courts. When the parents brought in the 
child Jesus to do for him what the custom 
of the Law required, Simeon took him in his 
arms and praised God, saying:  “Sovereign 
Lord, as you have promised, you may now 
dismiss your servant in peace. 30 For my eyes 
have seen your salvation, which you have 

Mary and Joseph Bring Jesus
to the Temple

prepared in the sight of all nations: a light 
for revelation to the Gentiles, and the glory 
of your people Israel.” The child’s father and 
mother marveled at what was said about him. 
Then Simeon blessed them and said to Mary, 
his mother: “This child is destined to cause 
the falling and rising of many in Israel, and to 
be a sign that will be spoken against, so that 
the thoughts of many hearts will be revealed. 

And a sword will pierce your own soul too.” 
There was also a prophet, Anna, the daughter 
of Penuel, of the tribe of Asher. She was 
very old; she had lived with her husband 
seven years after her marriage, and then 
was a widow until she was eighty-four. She 
never left the temple but worshiped night 
and day, fasting and praying. Coming up to 
them at that very moment, she gave thanks 
to God and spoke about the child to all who 
were looking forward to the redemption of 
Jerusalem. When Joseph and Mary had done 
everything required by the Law of the Lord, 
they returned to Galilee to their own town 
of Nazareth. And the child grew and became 
strong; he was filled with wisdom, and the 
grace of God was on him.



Visitors Arrive from Eastern Lands

Matthew 2:1-12 
After Jesus was born in Bethlehem in Judea, 
during the time of King Herod, Magi from the 
east came to Jerusalem and asked, “Where is 
the one who has been born king of the Jews? 
We saw his star when it rose and have come to 
worship him.” 

When King Herod heard this he was disturbed, 
and all Jerusalem with him. When he had 
called together all the people’s chief priests 
and teachers of the law, he asked them where 
the Messiah was to be born. “In Bethlehem 
in Judea,” they replied, “for this is what the 
prophet has written:  “ ‘But you, Bethlehem, 
in the land of Judah, are by no means least 
among the rulers of Judah; for out of you 
will come a ruler who will shepherd my 
people Israel.’ ” Then Herod called the Magi 
secretly and found out from them the exact 
time the star had appeared. He sent them to 
Bethlehem and said, “Go and search carefully 

for the child. As soon as you find him, report 
to me, so that I too may go and worship him.” 

After they had heard the king, they went on 
their way, and the star they had seen when it 
rose went ahead of them until it stopped over 
the place where the child was. When they saw 
the star, they were overjoyed. On coming to 
the house, they saw the child with his mother 
Mary, and they bowed down and worshiped 
him. Then they opened their treasures and 
presented him with gifts of gold, frankincense 
and myrrh. And having been warned in a 
dream not to go back to Herod, they returned 
to their country by another route.

Isaiah 60:6
Herds of camels will cover your land, young 
camels of Midian and Ephah. And all from 
Sheba will come, bearing gold and incense 
and proclaiming the praise of the LORD.



Matthew 2:13-18 
When they had gone, an angel of the Lord 
appeared to Joseph in a dream. “Get up,” 
he said, “take the child and his mother and 
escape to Egypt. Stay there until I tell you, 
for Herod is going to search for the child to 
kill him.” So he got up, took the child and his 
mother during the night and left for Egypt, 
where he stayed until the death of Herod. 
And so was fulfilled what the Lord had said 
through the prophet: “Out of Egypt I called 
my son.” 

When Herod realized that he had been 
outwitted by the Magi, he was furious, and he 

The Escape to Egypt

gave orders to kill all the boys in Bethlehem 
and its vicinity who were two years old and 
under, in accordance with the time he had 
learned from the Magi. Then what was said 
through the prophet Jeremiah was fulfilled:  
“A voice is heard in Ramah, weeping and great 
mourning, Rachel weeping for her children 
and refusing to be comforted, because they 
are no more.”  

Hosea 11:1
 “When Israel was a child, I loved him, and 
out of Egypt I called my son.



Matthew 2:19-23 
After Herod died, an angel of the Lord 
appeared in a dream to Joseph in Egypt and 
said, “Get up, take the child and his mother 
and go to the land of Israel, for those who 
were trying to take the child’s life are dead.” 
So he got up, took the child and his mother 
and went to the land of Israel. But when he 
heard that Archelaus was reigning in Judea 
in place of his father Herod, he was afraid 
to go there. Having been warned in a dream, 
he withdrew to the district of Galilee, and 

The Return to Nazereth

he went and lived in a town called Nazareth. 
So was fulfilled what was said through the 
prophets, that he would be called a Nazarene.

Isaiah 49:7
 This is what the LORD says— the Redeemer 
and Holy One of Israel— to him who was 
despised and abhorred by the nation, to the 
servant of rulers: “Kings will see you and 
stand up, princes will see and bow down, 
because of the LORD, who is faithful, the Holy 
One of Israel, who has chosen you.”



Jesus Speaks with the Religious 
Teachers

Luke 2:41-52 
Every year Jesus’ parents went to Jerusalem 
for the Festival of the Passover.  When he was 
twelve years old, they went up to the festival, 
according to the custom.  After the festival was 
over, while his parents were returning home, 
the boy Jesus stayed behind in Jerusalem, but 
they were unaware of it.  Thinking he was in 
their company, they traveled on for a day. 
Then they began looking for him among their 
relatives and friends.  When they did not find 
him, they went back to Jerusalem to look for 
him.  

After three days they found him in the 
temple courts, sitting among the teachers, 
listening to them and asking them questions. 
Everyone who heard him was amazed at his 
understanding and his answers. When his 
parents saw him, they were astonished. His 

mother said to him, “Son, why have you 
treated us like this? Your father and I have 
been anxiously searching for you.”  “Why 
were you searching for me?” he asked. 
“Didn’t you know I had to be in my Father’s 
house?” But they did not understand what he 
was saying to them. 

Then he went down to Nazareth with them 
and was obedient to them. But his mother 
treasured all these things in her heart. And 
Jesus grew in wisdom and stature, and in 
favor with God and man.

Psalm 119:99-100
I have more insight than all my teachers, for 
I meditate on your statutes. 100 I have more 
understanding than the elders, for I obey your 
precepts.



John the Baptist Exalts Jesus

John 3:22-26
After this, Jesus and his disciples went out 
into the Judean countryside, where he spent 
some time with them, and baptized. Now 
John also was baptizing at Aenon near Salim, 
because there was plenty of water, and people 
were coming and being baptized.  (This was 
before John was put in prison.) 

An argument developed between some of 
John’s disciples and a certain Jew over the 

matter of ceremonial washing. They came 
to John and said to him, “Rabbi, that man 
who was with you on the other side of the 
Jordan—the one you testified about—look, he 
is baptizing, and everyone is going to him.”

Isaiah 40:3
A voice of one calling: “In the wilderness 
prepare the way for the LORD ; make straight 
in the desert a highway for our God.



Jesus Claims to be  God

John 5:16-30 
So, because Jesus was doing these things on 
the Sabbath, the Jewish leaders began to per-
secute him. In his defense Jesus said to them, 
“My Father is always at his work to this very 
day, and I too am working.” For this reason 
they tried all the more to kill him; not only 
was he breaking the Sabbath, but he was even 
calling God his own Father, making himself 
equal with God. Jesus gave them this answer: 
“Very truly I tell you, the Son can do nothing 
by himself; he can do only what he sees his 
Father doing, because whatever the Father 
does the Son also does. For the Father loves 
the Son and shows him all he does. Yes, and he 
will show him even greater works than these, 
so that you will be amazed. For just as the Fa-
ther raises the dead and gives them life, even 
so the Son gives life to whom he is pleased to 
give it. Moreover, the Father judges no one, 
but has entrusted all judgment to the Son, 
that all may honor the Son just as they honor 
the Father. Whoever does not honor the Son 
does not honor the Father, who sent him.  

“Very truly I tell you, whoever hears my word 
and believes him who sent me has eternal life 
and will not be judged but has crossed over 
from death to life. Very truly I tell you, a time 
is coming and has now come when the dead 
will hear the voice of the Son of God and those 
who hear will live. For as the Father has life 
in himself, so he has granted the Son also to 
have life in himself. And he has given him 
authority to judge because he is the Son of 

Man.  “Do not be amazed at this, for a time is 
coming when all who are in their graves will 
hear his voice and come out—those who have 
done what is good will rise to live, and those 
who have done what is evil will rise to be con-
demned. By myself I can do nothing; I judge 
only as I hear, and my judgment is just, for I 
seek not to please myself but him who sent 
me.

John 8:48-59
The Jews answered him, “Aren’t we right 
in saying that you are a Samaritan and de-
mon-possessed?”  “I am not possessed by a 
demon,” said Jesus, “but I honor my Father 
and you dishonor me.  I am not seeking glory 
for myself; but there is one who seeks it, and 
he is the judge. 1 Very truly I tell you, whoever 
obeys my word will never see death.”   At this 
they exclaimed, “Now we know that you are 
demon-possessed! Abraham died and so did 
the prophets, yet you say that whoever obeys 
your word will never taste death.  Are you 
greater than our father Abraham? He died, 
and so did the prophets. Who do you think you 
are?”  Jesus replied, “If I glorify myself, my 
glory means nothing. My Father, whom you 
claim as your God, is the one who glorifies me.   
Though you do not know him, I know him. If 
I said I did not, I would be a liar like you, but I 
do know him and obey his word.  Your father 
Abraham rejoiced at the thought of seeing my 
day; he saw it and was glad.” 57 “You are not 
yet fifty years old,” they said to him, “and 
you have seen Abraham!”  “Very truly I tell 



you,” Jesus answered, “before Abraham was 
born, I am!”  At this, they picked up stones 
to stone him, but Jesus hid himself, slipping 
away from the temple grounds.

1 Kings 17:17-24
Some time later the son of the woman who 
owned the house became ill. He grew worse 
and worse, and finally stopped breathing.   
She said to Elijah, “What do you have against 
me, man of God? Did you come to remind me 
of my sin and kill my son?”  “Give me your 
son,” Elijah replied. He took him from her 
arms, carried him to the upper room where 
he was staying, and laid him on his bed.  Then 
he cried out to the LORD, “LORD my God, 
have you brought tragedy even on this wid-
ow I am staying with, by causing her son to 
die?”   Then he stretched himself out on the 
boy three times and cried out to the LORD, 
“LORD my God, let this boy’s life return to 
him!”  The LORD heard Elijah’s cry, and the 
boy’s life returned to him, and he lived.  Eli-
jah picked up the child and carried him down 
from the room into the house. He gave him to 
his mother and said, “Look, your son is alive!”  
Then the woman said to Elijah, “Now I know 
that you are a man of God and that the word 
of the LORD from your mouth is the truth.”



Jesus Eases John the Baptist’s Doubts

Matthew 11:2-15 
When John, who was in prison, heard about 
the deeds of the Messiah, he sent his disciples 
to ask him, “Are you the one who is to come, 
or should we expect someone else?” Jesus 
replied, “Go back and report to John what 
you hear and see: The blind receive sight, 
the lame walk, those who have leprosyare 
cleansed, the deaf hear, the dead are raised, 
and the good news is proclaimed to the poor. 
Blessed is anyone who does not stumble on 
account of me.” 

As John’s disciples were leaving, Jesus began 
to speak to the crowd about John: “What did 
you go out into the wilderness to see? A reed 
swayed by the wind? If not, what did you go 
out to see? A man dressed in fine clothes? 
No, those who wear fine clothes are in kings’ 
palaces. Then what did you go out to see? 
A prophet? Yes, I tell you, and more than 
a prophet. This is the one about whom it is 
written: “ ‘I will send my messenger ahead of 
you, who will prepare your way before you.’ 

Truly I tell you, among those born of women 
there has not risen anyone greater than 
John the Baptist; yet whoever is least in the 
kingdom of heaven is greater than he. 

From the days of John the Baptist until now, 
the kingdom of heaven has been subjected 
to violence,and violent people have been 
raiding it. For all the Prophets and the Law 
prophesied until John. And if you are willing 
to accept it, he is the Elijah who was to come. 
Whoever has ears, let them hear.

Isaiah 35:5
Then will the eyes of the blind be opened and 
the ears of the deaf unstopped.

Isaiah 61:1
The Spirit of the Sovereign LORD is on 
me, because the LORD has anointed me to 
proclaim good news to the poor. He has sent 
me to bind up the brokenhearted, to proclaim 
freedom for the captives and release from 
darkness for the prisoners,



The Transfiguration

Matthew 17:1-13
After six days Jesus took with him Peter, James 
and John the brother of James, and led them 
up a high mountain by themselves. There he 
was transfigured before them. His face shone 
like the sun, and his clothes became as white 
as the light. Just then there appeared before 
them Moses and Elijah, talking with Jesus. 

Peter said to Jesus, “Lord, it is good for us 
to be here. If you wish, I will put up three 
shelters—one for you, one for Moses and 
one for Elijah.” While he was still speaking, 
a bright cloud covered them, and a voice 
from the cloud said, “This is my Son, whom 
I love; with him I am well pleased. Listen to 
him!” When the disciples heard this, they fell 
facedown to the ground, terrified. But Jesus 
came and touched them. “Get up,” he said. 
“Don’t be afraid.” When they looked up, they 
saw no one except Jesus. 

As they were coming down the mountain, 
Jesus instructed them, “Don’t tell anyone 
what you have seen, until the Son of Man has 

been raised from the dead.” The disciples 
asked him, “Why then do the teachers of the 
law say that Elijah must come first?” Jesus 
replied, “To be sure, Elijah comes and will 
restore all things. But I tell you, Elijah has 
already come, and they did not recognize him, 
but have done to him everything they wished. 
In the same way the Son of Man is going to 
suffer at their hands.” Then the disciples 
understood that he was talking to them about 
John the Baptist.

Isaiah 6:5
“Woe to me!” I cried. “I am ruined! For I am 
a man of unclean lips, and I live among a 
people of unclean lips, and my eyes have seen 
the King, the LORD Almighty.”

Ezekiel 1:28
 Like the appearance of a rainbow in the 
clouds on a rainy day, so was the radiance 
around him. This was the appearance of the 
likeness of the glory of the LORD. When I saw 
it, I fell facedown, and I heard the voice of one 
speaking.



Jesus is the Good Shepherd

John 10:1-21 
“Very truly I tell you Pharisees, anyone who 
does not enter the sheep pen by the gate, but 
climbs in by some other way, is a thief and 
a robber. The one who enters by the gate is 
the shepherd of the sheep. The gatekeeper 
opens the gate for him, and the sheep listen 
to his voice. He calls his own sheep by name 
and leads them out. When he has brought out 
all his own, he goes on ahead of them, and 
his sheep follow him because they know his 
voice. But they will never follow a stranger; 
in fact, they will run away from him because 
they do not recognize a stranger’s voice.” 

Jesus used this figure of speech, but the 
Pharisees did not understand what he was 
telling them. Therefore Jesus said again, “Very 
truly I tell you, I am the gate for the sheep. 
All who have come before me are thieves and 
robbers, but the sheep have not listened to 
them. I am the gate; whoever enters through 
me will be saved.They will come in and go out, 
and find pasture. 

The thief comes only to steal and kill and 
destroy; I have come that they may have 
life, and have it to the full.  “I am the good 
shepherd. The good shepherd lays down his 
life for the sheep. The hired hand is not the 
shepherd and does not own the sheep. So 
when he sees the wolf coming, he abandons 
the sheep and runs away. Then the wolf 
attacks the flock and scatters it. The man 
runs away because he is a hired hand and 
cares nothing for the sheep.  

“I am the good shepherd; I know my sheep 
and my sheep know me— just as the Father 

knows me and I know the Father—and I 
lay down my life for the sheep. I have other 
sheep that are not of this sheep pen. I must 
bring them also. They too will listen to my 
voice, and there shall be one flock and one 
shepherd. The reason my Father loves me 
is that I lay down my life—only to take it up 
again. No one takes it from me, but I lay it 
down of my own accord. I have authority to 
lay it down and authority to take it up again. 
This command I received from my Father.” 

The Jews who heard these words were again 
divided. Many of them said, “He is demon-
possessed and raving mad. Why listen to 
him?” But others said, “These are not the 
sayings of a man possessed by a demon. Can 
a demon open the eyes of the blind?”

Isaiah 40:11
 He tends his flock like a shepherd: He gathers 
the lambs in his arms and carries them close 
to his heart; he gently leads those that have 
young.

Psalm 23
The LORD is my shepherd, I lack nothing. 
He makes me lie down in green pastures, he 
leads me beside quiet waters, he refreshes my 
soul. He guides me along the right paths for 
his name’s sake. Even though I walk through 
the darkest valley,I will fear no evil, for you 
are with me; your rod and your staff, they 
comfort me. You prepare a table before me in 
the presence of my enemies. You anoint my 
head with oil; my cup overflows. Surely your 
goodness and love will follow me all the days 
of my life, and I will dwell in the house of the 
LORD forever.



Jesus Blesses the Children

Luke 18:15-17 
People were also bringing babies to Jesus for him to place his hands on them. When the 
disciples saw this, they rebuked them.  But Jesus called the children to him and said, “Let the 
little children come to me, and do not hinder them, for the kingdom of God belongs to such as 
these.  Truly I tell you, anyone who will not receive the kingdom of God like a little child will 
never enter it.”

Psalm 34:11 
Come, my children, listen to me; I will teach you the fear of the LORD.

 Psalm 103:13 As a father has compassion on his children, so the LORD has compassion on 
those who fear him;



Jesus Predicts His Death, Part 1

Matthew 20:17-19 
Now Jesus was going up to Jerusalem. On the 
way, he took the Twelve aside and said to 
them,  “We are going up to Jerusalem, and the 
Son of Man will be delivered over to the chief 
priests and the teachers of the law. They will 
condemn him to death and will hand him over 
to the Gentiles to be mocked and flogged and 
crucified. On the third day he will be raised to 
life!”

Mark 10:32-34 
They were on their way up to Jerusalem, with 
Jesus leading the way, and the disciples were 
astonished, while those who followed were 
afraid. Again he took the Twelve aside and 
told them what was going to happen to him.  
“We are going up to Jerusalem,” he said, “and 
the Son of Man will be delivered over to the 
chief priests and the teachers of the law. They 
will condemn him to death and will hand him 
over to the Gentiles, who will mock him and 
spit on him, flog him and kill him. Three days 
later he will rise.” <!-- Generator: Adobe 
Illustrator 20.1.0, SVG Export Plug-In  -->

Isaiah 53:1-7 
Who has believed our message and to whom 
has the arm of the LORD been revealed? He 
grew up before him like a tender shoot, and 
like a root out of dry ground. He had no beauty 
or majesty to attract us to him, nothing in his 
appearance that we should desire him. He 
was despised and rejected by mankind, a man 
of suffering, and familiar with pain. Like one 
from whom people hide their faces he was 
despised, and we held him in low esteem. 
Surely he took up our pain and bore our 
suffering, yet we considered him punished 
by God, stricken by him, and afflicted. But 
he was pierced for our transgressions, he was 
crushed for our iniquities; the punishment 
that brought us peace was on him, and by 
his wounds we are healed. We all, like sheep, 
have gone astray, each of us has turned to 
our own way; and the LORD has laid on him 
the iniquity of us all. He was oppressed and 
afflicted, yet he did not open his mouth; he 
was led like a lamb to the slaughter, and as a 
sheep before its shearers is silent, so he did 
not open his mouth.



Jesus Predicts His Death, Part 2

Luke 18:31-34 
Jesus took the Twelve aside and told them, 
“We are going up to Jerusalem, and everything 
that is written by the prophets about the Son 
of Man will be fulfilled. He will be delivered 
over to the Gentiles. They will mock him, 
insult him and spit on him; they will flog 
him and kill him. On the third day he will rise 
again.” The disciples did not understand any 
of this. Its meaning was hidden from them, 
and they did not know what he was talking 
about.

John 12:20-33 
Now there were some Greeks among those 
who went up to worship at the festival. They 
came to Philip, who was from Bethsaida in 
Galilee, with a request. “Sir,” they said, “we 
would like to see Jesus.” Philip went to tell 
Andrew; Andrew and Philip in turn told Jesus. 
Jesus replied, “The hour has come for the Son 
of Man to be glorified. Very truly I tell you, 
unless a kernel of wheat falls to the ground 
and dies, it remains only a single seed. But if 
it dies, it produces many seeds. Anyone who 
loves their life will lose it, while anyone who 
hates their life in this world will keep it for 
eternal life. Whoever serves me must follow 
me; and where I am, my servant also will be. 
My Father will honor the one who serves me. 
“Now my soul is troubled, and what shall I 
say? ‘Father, save me from this hour’? No, it 
was for this very reason I came to this hour. 
Father, glorify your name!”Then a voice came 

from heaven, “I have glorified it, and will 
glorify it again.” The crowd that was there 
and heard it said it had thundered; others said 
an angel had spoken to him. Jesus said, “This 
voice was for your benefit, not mine. Now is 
the time for judgment on this world; now the 
prince of this world will be driven out. And I, 
when I am lifted upfrom the earth, will draw 
all people to myself.” He said this to show the 
kind of death he was going to die.

Isaiah 53:8-12
By oppression and judgment he was taken 
away. Yet who of his generation protested? 
For he was cut off from the land of the living; 
for the transgression of my people he was 
punished. He was assigned a grave with the 
wicked, and with the rich in his death, though 
he had done no violence, nor was any deceit in 
his mouth. Yet it was the LORD’s will to crush 
him and cause him to suffer, and though the 
LORD makes his life an offering for sin, he 
will see his offspring and prolong his days, 
and the will of the LORD will prosper in his 
hand. After he has suffered, he will see the 
light of life and be satisfied ; by his knowledge 
my righteous servant will justify many, and 
he will bear their iniquities. Therefore I will 
give him a portion among the great,and he 
will divide the spoils with the strong,because 
he poured out his life unto death, and was 
numbered with the transgressors. For he bore 
the sin of many, and made intercession for 
the transgressors.



Most of the People Do Not Believe Jesus

John 12:37-43
Even after Jesus had performed so many 
signs in their presence, they still would not 
believe in him. This was to fulfill the word of 
Isaiah the prophet: “Lord, who has believed 
our message and to whom has the arm of the 
Lord been revealed?” For this reason they 
could not believe, because, as Isaiah says 
elsewhere:  “He has blinded their eyes and 
hardened their hearts, so they can neither 
see with their eyes, nor understand with their 
hearts, nor turn—and I would heal them.” 
Isaiah said this because he saw Jesus’ glory 
and spoke about him. Yet at the same time 

many even among the leaders believed in 
him. But because of the Pharisees they would 
not openly acknowledge their faith for fear 
they would be put out of the synagogue; for 
they loved human praise more than praise 
from God.

Zechariah 12:10 
“And I will pour out on the house of David and 
the inhabitants of Jerusalem a spirit of grace 
and supplication. They will look on me, the 
one they have pierced, and they will mourn 
for him as one mourns for an only child, and 
grieve bitterly for him as one grieves for a 
firstborn son.



Resurrection, Ascension, 
and Invitation of Jesus

Luke 24 
On the first day of the week, very early in the 
morning, the women took the spices they had 
prepared and went to the tomb. They found 
the stone rolled away from the tomb, but 
when they entered, they did not find the body 
of the Lord Jesus. While they were wondering 
about this, suddenly two men in clothes that 
gleamed like lightning stood beside them. In 
their fright the women bowed down with their 
faces to the ground, but the men said to them, 
“Why do you look for the living among the 
dead? He is not here; he has risen! Remember 
how he told you, while he was still with you 
in Galilee: ‘The Son of Man must be delivered 
over to the hands of sinners, be crucified and 
on the third day be raised again.’ ” 

Then they remembered his words. When they 
came back from the tomb, they told all these 
things to the Eleven and to all the others. It was 
Mary Magdalene, Joanna, Mary the mother 
of James, and the others with them who told 
this to the apostles. But they did not believe 
the women, because their words seemed to 
them like nonsense. Peter, however, got up 
and ran to the tomb. Bending over, he saw 
the strips of linen lying by themselves, and 
he went away, wondering to himself what had 
happened. 

Now that same day two of them were going 
to a village called Emmaus, about seven miles 
from Jerusalem. They were talking with each 
other about everything that had happened. 
As they talked and discussed these things 
with each other, Jesus himself came up and 
walked along with them; but they were kept 

from recognizing him. He asked them, “What 
are you discussing together as you walk 
along?”They stood still, their faces downcast. 
One of them, named Cleopas, asked him, 
“Are you the only one visiting Jerusalem who 
does not know the things that have happened 
there in these days?”  “What things?” he 
asked. “About Jesus of Nazareth,” they 
replied. “He was a prophet, powerful in word 
and deed before God and all the people. The 
chief priests and our rulers handed him over 
to be sentenced to death, and they crucified 
him; but we had hoped that he was the one 
who was going to redeem Israel. And what 
is more, it is the third day since all this 
took place. In addition, some of our women 
amazed us. They went to the tomb early this 
morning but didn’t find his body. They came 
and told us that they had seen a vision of 
angels, who said he was alive. Then some of 
our companions went to the tomb and found 
it just as the women had said, but they did not 
see Jesus.” 

He said to them, “How foolish you are, and 
how slow to believe all that the prophets have 
spoken! Did not the Messiah have to suffer 
these things and then enter his glory?” And 
beginning with Moses and all the Prophets, 
he explained to them what was said in all 
the Scriptures concerning himself. As they 
approached the village to which they were 
going, Jesus continued on as if he were going 
farther. But they urged him strongly, “Stay 
with us, for it is nearly evening; the day is 
almost over.” So he went in to stay with them. 
When he was at the table with them, he took 



bread, gave thanks, broke it and began to 
give it to them. Then their eyes were opened 
and they recognized him, and he disappeared 
from their sight. 

They asked each other, “Were not our hearts 
burning within us while he talked with us 
on the road and opened the Scriptures to 
us?” They got up and returned at once to 
Jerusalem. There they found the Eleven and 
those with them, assembled together and 
saying, “It is true! The Lord has risen and has 
appeared to Simon.” Then the two told what 
had happened on the way, and how Jesus was 
recognized by them when he broke the bread. 

While they were still talking about this, Jesus 
himself stood among them and said to them, 
“Peace be with you.” They were startled and 
frightened, thinking they saw a ghost. He 
said to them, “Why are you troubled, and 
why do doubts rise in your minds? Look at 
my hands and my feet. It is I myself! Touch 
me and see; a ghost does not have flesh and 
bones, as you see I have.” When he had said 
this, he showed them his hands and feet. And 
while they still did not believe it because of 
joy and amazement, he asked them, “Do you 
have anything here to eat?” They gave him a 
piece of broiled fish, and he took it and ate 
it in their presence. He said to them, “This 
is what I told you while I was still with you: 
Everything must be fulfilled that is written 
about me in the Law of Moses, the Prophets 
and the Psalms.” Then he opened their minds 
so they could understand the Scriptures. 
He told them, “This is what is written: The 
Messiah will suffer and rise from the dead 
on the third day, and repentance for the 
forgiveness of sins will be preached in his 
name to all nations, beginning at Jerusalem. 
You are witnesses of these things. 

I am going to send you what my Father has 
promised; but stay in the city until you have 
been clothed with power from on high.” 
When he had led them out to the vicinity of 
Bethany, he lifted up his hands and blessed 
them. While he was blessing them, he left 
them and was taken up into heaven. Then they 
worshiped him and returned to Jerusalem 
with great joy. And they stayed continually at 
the temple, praising God.

John 3:13-17 
No one has ever gone into heaven except 
the one who came from heaven—the Son of 
Man. 14 Just as Moses lifted up the snake in 
the wilderness, so the Son of Man must be 
lifted up, that everyone who believes may 
have eternal life in him.” For God so loved the 
world that he gave his one and only Son, that 
whoever believes in him shall not perish but 
have eternal life. For God did not send his Son 
into the world to condemn the world, but to 
save the world through him.

Psalm 16:10
...because you will not abandon me to the 
realm of the dead, nor will you let your faithful 
one see decay.

Numbers 21:6-9 
Then the LORD sent venomous snakes among 
them; they bit the people and many Israelites 
died. The people came to Moses and said, “We 
sinned when we spoke against the LORD and 
against you. Pray that the LORD will take the 
snakes away from us.” So Moses prayed for 
the people. The LORD said to Moses, “Make 
a snake and put it up on a pole; anyone who 
is bitten can look at it and live.” So Moses 
made a bronze snake and put it up on a pole. 
Then when anyone was bitten by a snake and 
looked at the bronze snake, they lived.


